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TheMenotomy Building Demolition Project History:

A TheMenotomyBuilding is an exiting building located at 14 Kennebec Ave in Oak Bluffs and is named a
one of the previous owners, tidenotomyRealty Trust.

A The structure was built in the $century however the exact date is undetermined as MACRIS indicates
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A The building original housed a paint shop and year around residence.

A The original 19 century portion of the structure has been engulfed by additions and alterations made
throughout the years with its only permitted addition occurring in 1984 and 1987.

A The building is currently a &eat restaurant on the first floor, with at®droomresidentalunit on the
second floor, and an unfinished storage space on the third floor.

A Theresidentalunit has historically been used for daily, weekly, and seasonal housing however only one
room of the unit is currently inhabitable.

A The building is currently out of compliance with all ADA requirements and has an extensive list of code
violations and the mechanical systems have exceeded their life spans.
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4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.
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. Town Oak Bluffs
|
Address 48 Kennebec Avenue
Name

Present use year-round private

dwelling

Present owner Wm. F. Herlihy et al

Menotomy Realty Trust

. Description:

Date 1888

Source Tax Records

Style Carpenter Gothic/ Campground

Architect

Exterior wall fabric cedar shingles

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features shed dormers; hooded

entrance; white trim

Altered gg%ggggdggged Date
Moved Date

. Lot size:
One acre or less _ * Over one acre
Approximate frontage 30"

Approximate distance of building from street
5 '

. Recorded by Donald Jacobson

Organization O. B. Hist. Survey

Date 8/11/78

7.

10.
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Original owner (if known) William H. Davis

Original use paint shop

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates residence
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Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation X
Agricultural Education Religion

Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development X Political Transportation

. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This house is of the expansive Campground cottage construction,
with modifications and modernizations. This house is significant as a
part of the Oak Bluffs Land and Wharf Company development, which began
soon after the growth and popularity of the Wesleyan Grove Campground.
It became the secular alternative to the Campground and flourished as
one of the most popular and well known East Coast summer resorts. This
building was originally a commercial property but has since become a
private residence.

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
-Oak Bluffs Assessor's Maps, 1975, Oak Bluffs Town Hall, Oak Bluffs, MA

-Valuation Records, Edgartown Town Hall, Edgartown, MA
-Henry Beetle Hough, Martha's Vineyard, Summer Resort, 1835-1935.
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Proposed Questions:

A Should the existing structure located on 14 Kennebec Ave be demolished and rebuils
with historically motivated features

1 Do the revised plans for the replacement house fit the style and materials of the
historic building and neighborhood?

1 Whatis the historic significance of the existing building? Will any historic features be
preserved and reused in the new buildihg

Current state of ThéMlenotomy Building:

A Thebuilding is currently a 55eat restaurant on the first floor, with at®droom
residentalunit on the second floor, and an unfinished storage space on the third floor.

A The building is currently out of compliance with all ADA requirements and has an
extensive list of code violations and the mechanical systems have exceeded their life
spans.



Informational Screening for Regional Impact Review

of Proposed Demolition

Factor- Significance | Score CommentgData in Support

Age The Menotomy Building was constructed in thé"x®ntury however

(0-3 points) 2 0KS ALISOAFAO &SIFNJI odzaftd Aa dzyHF
iIndicates 1858 and the year built in MACRIS is 1888.

Historical/Cultural (G3 1 Thestructure was originally part of the Land and Wharf Company

points) Development and served as a paint shop and year around residen|
however it was never included in any historic district.

Design/Construction 0 There are no significant dristoric architectural elements that

(0-3 points) distinguish it or deem it unique from the surrounding buildings.

Location/Visibility The building is highly visible to the public as it is located on the cor

(0-3 points) 3 of Kennebec Ave and Lake Aveebusy pedestrian crossing in Oak
Bluffs.

Town Review 0 This proposed demolition requires review by town authority.

(0-1 points)

TOTAL The matrix score of 7 categorizes the structure with limited
(maximum = 13) 7 significance such that the Commission may determine to concur of

concur.




Aerial View of TheMenotomy Building







